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Summary of City LOS Standards and Existing Service 
As discussed briefly above, the City’s ability to meet the LOS standards presented in 
Section 7.0 varies depending upon the park type.  Table 8-1 compares the City’s LOS 
standards and the current LOS, based on existing facilities.   
 
Table 8-1.  City of Snohomish Parks and Recreation LOS Standards and Existing LOS.  

Park Type LOS Standard Existing LOS Condition 

Pocket 
No recommended LOS standard  (developed 

when opportunity arises & public benefit is 
demonstrated) 

N/A 

Neighborhood 75% of population within ½ mile of a 
neighborhood park 

Approx. 13% of population within 
½ mile of a neighborhood park 

Community 90% of population within 1.5 miles of a 
community park 

Approx. 98% of population within 
1.5 miles of a community park 

Regional No recommended LOS standard 
(City not expected to provide Regional Parks) N/A 

Trails 90% of population within ½ mile of a trail 66.6% of population within ½ mile 
of a trail 

Open Space 10% of City of Snohomish maintained as 
open space 

Approx. 4% of City of Snohomish 
maintained as open space 

 
 
Overall, the City is currently performing well in two of the four LOS standards, but 
neighborhood parks and open space provision falls below the desired LOS standards.  At 
this time, only approximately 13 percent of all City residents live within 0.5 mile of an 
existing neighborhood park.  This is substantially below the 75 percent LOS standard.  To 
achieve the 75 percent LOS standard, the City would need to add a number of new 
neighborhood parks in the coming years.  Approximately four percent of the City is 
currently maintained as public open space, compared to the proposed standard of 10 
percent.  Over time, additional public open space will be needed to meet the 10 percent 
open space standard.   
 
Comparatively, the City is performing well in the other two categories: community parks 
and trails.  Approximately 98 percent of all City residents are within 1.5 miles of a 
community park (compared to the 90 percent LOS standard) and almost 67 percent of the 
population is within 0.5 mile of a trail (compared to the 90 percent LOS standard).  
Because the City currently exceeds the LOS standard for community parks, no new 
community parks are required at this time.  In the future, however, as the City’s 
population grows and the capacity of existing parks is exceeded, an additional 
community park and/or the expansion of existing community parks will most likely be 
needed.  New trails will be needed to meet the 90 percent LOS standard.  As discussed 
above, additional trails should be targeted to areas west of Highway 9, if possible (see 
below for potential future trail alignments).   
 
In the future, the City would likely consider new pocket parks as opportunities arise and a 
need is demonstrated.  However, because pocket parks sites are typically opportunity-
based, this Plan does not establish a LOS standard for them.     




