
  Appendix—Public Process 

C e n t e n n i a l  T r a i l  E x t e n s i o n  T e c h n i c a l  M e m o r a n d u m — A p p e n d i x   1 
  otak 

I. Planning Process 
 
The City of Snohomish and Otak master planning process took place from June 2010 to October 
2010 through a series of City, stakeholder, property owner, and Parks Board meetings.  
 
Parks Board Open House 
The Parks Board public open house took place on the evening of July 21, 2010 at the Snohomish 
Senior Center. The meeting attendees consisted of twenty-two members from the public, five Parks 
Board members and staff, and three Otak consultants. During this meeting Otak reviewed and 
presented the first iteration of the trail alignment design, intersection crossings, and park master 
plan. Next, the staff and attendees broke out into groups to facilitate more discussion and address 
questions and comments. After reconvening, City staff shared and recorded questions and 
comments (attached in Appendix F). Comment forms were distributed and collected at the end of 
the meeting and in the weeks following the meeting. The City also sought input from local groups, 
including Tillicum Kiwanis, Snohomish Historical Society, and Rotary Club during the weeks 
following. 
 

Parks Board Meeting  
The Parks Board meeting took place on the evening of September 22, 2010 at the Snohomish Boys 
and Girls Club. Meeting attendees included ten citizens, four Parks Board members, four city staff, 
and three Otak consultants. During this second meeting, Otak reviewed and presented the trail 
alignment design and park master plan in more detail and responded to the comments collected 
since the first meeting. After additional questions and comments from the public, the Parks Board 
recommended unanimously that Council adopt the Master Plan as proposed.  
 

 
Parks Board Meeting No. 1            Parks Board Meeting No. 2 
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II.  Comment Synopsis  
 
On July 21, 2010 the Centennial Trail Park Master Plan was viewed by members of the local and 
regional community of Snohomish. The community affected by this plan includes members of the 
Senior Center, Snohomish residents, cyclists, and other users of the existing Centennial Trail. 
  
Aside from the concern over the potential loss of Senior Center parking (+15 informal spaces), the 
general public has been receptive to the trail design to date. A synopsis of their comments is below. 
 
Trail Design 
Trail users had some specific requests for the new trail extension. For pedestrian safety, some trail 
users wanted separate wheel and pedestrian lanes with a painted centerline. Some wanted 
mileage markers and wayfinding maps to be included along the trail. Although some were 
confused about the historic railroad remnants (and concerned they would be a tripping hazard), 
explanation of their presence as a reminder of the past was better received. There was some debate 
regarding the use of either bollards or crossing bar barricades (such as those at the existing 
trailhead at Pine and Maple Avenue). Some wanted the bollards, while others did not want trail end 
barricades. According to a trail designer, there have been many bike injuries caused by these offset 
barricades. Cyclists have also expressed that removing the current barricades would allow for their 
use of the trail—otherwise they would rather bypass the area than be forced to dismount.   
 
Residents adjacent to the trail extension were concerned about seeing a constant flow of trail users 
in their ‘front yard’. They requested a landscaped berm along Lincoln to provide a buffer, as well 
as restrooms to be designated for the trailhead areas only. Some did accept the trailhead at Sixth 
Street however. Residents also wanted barriers to be placed between the trail and street (between 
Third and Fifth Streets). 
 
Other preferred trail amenities included the following: dog walk bags and litter receptacles, bike 
racks, edible landscape, lighting for trees and shrubs, Centennial Trail signage at crosswalks, 
and historic interpretation.  
 
One respondent did not like the Ford Avenue and Sixth Street trailhead design. They would rather 
see trees, grass or consider fitness equipment rings, bars, balance, stretching as compatible with 
soccer/swim pool centers.  
 
Some community members pointed out the maintenance costs along the trail. Currently the City 
maintains the vegetation, but trash removal and trail sweeping will be additional costs after 
completion. Another citizen requested that the trees be well researched so that the roots would not 
damage the trail surface. 
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Intersections 
The intersection at Lincoln and Second Street was of most concern. Suggestions included making it 
a ‘scramble’ and providing signage. Community members did not respond well to the median trees 
(saw it as a barrier), but they were comfortable with shrubs instead. For safety they suggested 
eliminating the median trees to reduce sightline clutter, and add bollards with LED lights to the 
median and sidewalk curbs to clearly define pedestrian entry points. Cyclists suggested creating an 
under or overpass at this intersection (as on the Burke Gilman trail). 
 
At all the intersections in general, community members suggested off-set crossings, clear 
Centennial Trail signage, and priority for vehicles (all pedestrians and bikers should yield to street 
traffic). However, from the cyclist’s point of view, someone wrote that if they were forced to stop at 
all the intersections they would probably continue to use Maple where they would only be forced to 
stop at Second Street.  
 

Parking 
Parking by trail users coming from farther areas is a large concern for the community. Residents 
specifically request that there be no public parking along Lincoln Avenue between Third and 
Fifth Street (i.e.: permit parking for residents only). There have also been numerous requests to 
keep the Senior Center parking. One respondent also suggested that the City should acquire the Hal 
Moe Pool site, if only for parking. 
 
Community Meeting Comments - Abbreviated 
(Parks - July 21, 2010 and Kiwanis - July 29, 2010) 
 
Trail 
• Separate wheel and pedestrian lanes  
• Painted centerline on trail 
• Don’t use bollards – use offset/crossing bar barriers instead 
• According to trail designer: Use bollards rather than the offset barriers (cause bike injuries) 
• No trail barriers 
• Berm or fence between trail & Lincoln (between 3rd and 4th) 
• Barriers between trail and street between 3rd and 5th Street 
• Post-n-rail good (used in other parks as well) 
• Landscape planting barrier/berm along Lincoln/buffer residential 
• Concern about railroad remnants: may trip over sections of trail 
• Maintenance costs (the City maintains the vegetation currently; trash removal and trail sweeping 

will be additional costs after completion.) 
• Another design, of a cinder walking pathway with lots of green, would have been a beautiful 

concept to link the downtown with the neighborhoods. Does the path have to be so wide and 
paved? 
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Amenities 
• Dog walk bags and litter receptacles 
• Bike racks 
• Edible landscape 
• Request for trees to be researched so that the roots don’t damage the trail surface. 
• Restroom at trail heads only 
• Restrooms okay at 6th 
• Mileage markers 
• Wayfinding – provide maps along the trail 
• At crosswalks, marketing tool – “Centennial Trail Snohomish” Marker Signage reminds 

motorists of trail and crosswalk. 
• Lighting—trees and plantings 
• Historic interpretation 
 
Intersections 
• Scramble at 2nd and Lincoln 
• Signage at 2nd and Lincoln needed? 
• Concern with median trees at 2nd and Lincoln—plant shrubs instead 
• Second Street crosswalk safety—eliminate island trees to reduce sightline clutter; add bollards 

with LED lights on island and sidewalk curbs to clearly define pedestrian entry points and added 
protection. 

• Off-set crossings 
• Right-of-way for cars should have priority. All pedestrians and bikers should yield to street 

traffic. 
• Roundabout at Maple and Pine? 
• I love the trail extension, my concerns are around how the crossings are done, 2nd Street is the 

busiest crossing, and I depend on the traffic lights currently, an under or over pass would be 
awesome there. Actually if I am forced to stop 6th, 4th, 3rd, and 2nd, I will probably continue to use 
Maple where I am only forced to stop at 2nd.  

• For cycling the number of stops required (6th, 4th, 3rd, and Bowen Streets) seems to really 
interrupt the flow, on the Burke Gilman that have used underpasses to help with this. 

• Ford Avenue and 6th Street: No to trailhead—trees, grass or consider fitness equipment rings, 
bars, balance, stretching as compatible with soccer/swim pool centers. Feel kids will use. 

 
Parking 
• Parking by trail users is a concern. 
• No parking on Lincoln Avenue between 3rd and 4th please. 
• No parking between 3rd and 5th Street. 
• Permit parking for residents only. 
• Keep Senior Center Parking! 
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• The City should acquire the Hal Moe Pool site, if only for parking. 
 
Maple Avenue and Pine Avenue Concept (Board 6) 
• From a biker’s view: The serious thru-bikers will cut straight across and walkers, kids, dogs, etc., 

will follow the trails. 
• If you take the existing barricades out, the design will work. If not, experienced riders will bypass 

this area. 



CITY OF SNOHOMISH 
Founded 1859, Incorporated 1890 

 
116 UNION AVENUE é SNOHOMISH, WASHINGTON  98290  é TEL (360) 568-3115  FAX (360) 568-1375 
 

 
Centennial Trail Extension 
Public Comments  
July-August, 2010 
 
A. Snohomish Kiwanis Meeting - July 29, 2010 
Attendance: 12 adults, 5 children 
In addition to questions about scheduling, the following main concerns were expressed: 

1. A public restroom should be considered somewhere along this stretch of trail. 
2. Parking by trail users is a concern 
3. Maintenance costs (the City maintains the vegetation currently; trash removal and trail 

sweeping will be additional costs after completion.) 
4. The City should acquire the Hal Moe Pool site, if only for parking. 

Comment forms were distributed, one was returned at the close of the meeting. 
 
B. Phone calls 

1. Parking is an issue. 
2. Another design, of a cinder walking pathway with lots of green, would have been a 

beautiful concept to link the downtown with the neighborhoods.  Does the path have to be 
so wide and paved? 

 
C. Snohomish Bicycle Shop 
Comment sheets were provided for the Saturday, July 24 bike ride of 16 participants. 
 
D. Snohomish City Toastmasters 

1. Look forward to the trail 
2. How will parking be handled? 
3. A co-worker cycles to work from Snohomish (drives to Woodinville/rides to Microsoft) 

and will forward my email address to him. 
 
E. Other Public Outreach 
Commuter cyclists – 2 reviewed plans; 1 commented via email. 
Snohomish County Parks’ Planning Manager Marc Krandall attended the July 21st meeting. 
Cascade Bicycle Club:  Sent email to CBC with September meeting date; attached concept plan. 
 
F. Plans and comment forms will be posted at the City’s booth at the August 5 Farmer’s Market. 
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III.  Comment Forms  
 
Of the twenty comment forms that were returned between July 21 and August 19, 2010, all but one 
response said that they walked for recreation and/or exercise. The majority of people walked 
weekly or daily at about two miles per trip. Most respondents (twelve) visited Centennial Trail in 
the last year (other trails visited included: Interurban, Burke-Gilman and Sammamish).  
 
Most respondents walked (sixteen) or biked (ten), while a couple people responded that they ran or 
jogged with a dog. 
 
People lived/worked within varying distances from the Centennial Trail Extension. Responses 
ranged from ‘across the street’ (three) to ‘one mile’ (three) to ‘ten miles’ (three). 
 
When asked what they expected to use it for, most respondents would use it for exercise (sixteen), 
recreation (eleven), and travel to local destinations (six) such as the library, doctor, church, and 
bike shop. 
 
Half the respondents expected to use the trail weekly (ten) and some daily (five). Three respondents 
would expect to never use the trail.   
 
Popular park facilities requested included amenities such as benches (twelve), open lawn (ten), 
picnic tables (nine), historical (seven), parking (seven), and signage (seven). One respondent 
requested that the picnic tables also be covered to provide shade and shelter from the rain. Although 
four respondents wanted public event spaces, one commented that these spaces be kept in business 
areas.   
 
Eight respondents wanted the park to be named ‘Centennial Park’. Of the other two respondents, 
one wanted to tie the name in with the ‘Pilchuck District’, while the other was not aware of any park 
(‘What park?’). 
 
Suggestions for future use of the Hal Moe Pool property ranged from mostly open space 
recreational uses (rebuild pool (three), tennis courts (two), gathering spaces, tear down - 
incorporate into Park, spray/water park, picnic tables, evergreen trees), to parking needs (two). 
 
Additional Comments (from Comment Forms) 
• Centennial Trail, as it goes thru Snohomish is an urban trail. It will have an immediate impact 

upon residences and businesses. It will: 
- Increase vehicle traffic in this area 
- Increase people density during the day 
- Create large parking problems 
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- Create noise in the area 
- Create a ‘busy’ view from home (on Lincoln) so need a natural buffer 
- Littering and dog problems? 

• There may not have been anyone in their 40’s or younger at the meeting. They will be the users 
of the trail. 

• Event efforts – Senior Center – Library – Boys & Girls – Skate Park provide classes, activities 
and events naturally. Feel public events should focus on historic district to maintain downtown 
vitality and to not dilute center heart of city or volunteers. 

• Thank you for extension the designs look great – look forward to using trail. 
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