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Chapter 2.16 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Sections: 
2.16.010 Created—Number 
2.16.020 Members—Qualifications 
2.16.030 Appointment to the 

Commission—Terms—
Vacancies—Compensation 

2.16.040 Powers 
2.16.050 Purpose and Objectives 
2.16.060 Officers, Rules, Election of 

Officers, Records, and Expenses 
2.16.070 Removal 
 
2.16.010  Created—Number.  A City 
Planning Commission is created to serve in 
an advisory capacity to the Snohomish City 
Council pursuant to RCW 35A.63.020 and 
shall consist of seven members. 
 
2.16.020  Members—Qualifications.  The 
members of the Planning Commission shall 
be appointed by the Mayor, subject to 
confirmation by the City Council, consistent 
with the requirements of SMC 2.06.030 and 
2.06.035.  The Mayor shall strive to 
maintain a diverse representation of 
membership. 
 
2.16.030  Appointment to the Commission 
— Terms — Vacancies — Compensation.  
Terms of appointment for the appointive 
members shall be in such manner as to 
provide that the fewest possible terms expire 
in any one year.  The term of office for all 
Planning Commissioners is six years.  If a 
Planning Commissioner resigns prior to the 
normal end of his term, an appointment will 
be made for completion of the unexpired 
term. 

 
Members shall serve without compensation. 
 
2.16.040  Powers.  The powers of the 
Planning Commission shall be as provided 
by City Ordinance and RCW Chapter 
35A.63, as amended. 

2.16.050  Purpose and Objectives.  The 
Planning Commission is created for the 
purpose of considering land-use, regional 
and comprehensive plan issues, and making 
recommendations to the City Council.  The 
Planning Commission may recommend 
moratoria and/or interim land-use controls 
and hold public hearings as deemed 
necessary by the City Council.  The City’s 
vision statement establishes the framework 
for Planning Commission review. 
 
2.16.060  Officers, Rules, Election of 
Officers, Records, and Expenses.  The 
Commission shall adopt rules and 
regulations for the conduct of its business, 
subject to the approval of the City Council.  
A majority of the membership shall 
constitute a quorum for the purpose of 
transacting business.  Action by the 
Commission shall be by majority vote.  A tie 
vote on a motion to approve shall constitute 
a failure of the motion. 
 
Each December, the Planning Commission 
shall elect from among its members a chair 
and vice chair.  Such officers shall occupy 
their respective offices beginning January 1st 
of the following year.  Members serving part 
or all of a one-year term as chair or vice 
chair shall be eligible for election to one 
additional consecutive one-year term at that 
officer position, for a maximum of two 
consecutive one-year terms.  (Ord. 2227, 
2011) 
 
A commissioner elected to serve two, 
consecutive one-year terms as vice chair or 
chair would, the following year, be 
ineligible for election to that same officer 
position.  Following one year of ineligibility, 
the commissioner would again be eligible 
for election to that same position.  (Ord. 
2227, 2011) 
 
A commissioner elected to serve two, 
consecutive one-year terms as vice chair or 
chair and then two, consecutive one-year 
terms in the other officer position (four 



Snohomish Municipal Code (Updated December 2011) 2.16-2 

consecutive years total) would, the 
following year, be ineligible for election to 
any officer position.  Following one year of 
ineligibility, the commissioner would again 
be eligible for election to either officer 
position.  (Ord. 2227, 2011) 
 
The City Planner, or his duly authorized 
representative, shall serve as executive 
secretary of the Commission, and shall be 
responsible for all records.  All meetings of 
the Board shall be subject to the Open 
Public Meetings Act.  The Commission shall 
keep minutes of its proceedings and such 
minutes shall be kept on file in the office of 
the City Clerk.   
 
The Planning Commission shall provide an 
annual report to the City Council on its 
activities for the previous year and make 
special reports as necessary in response to 
specific Council requests.  (Ord. 2227, 
2011) 
 
The City shall provide the Commission with 
necessary administrative support and 
expense budget as needed to perform the 
function described by this chapter. 
 
2.16.070  Removal.  Planning 
Commissioners may be removed after public 
hearing by the Mayor with the approval of 
the City Council for inefficiency, neglect of 
duty, or malfeasance in office. 
 


